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President Indira Samarasekera poses at the University of Alberta. Doctoral candidate
Gary Barron writes that world university rankings have to be taken with a grain of salt,
and that Canadian universities are actually faring quite well.

Photograph by: Supplied/University of Alberta , Edmonton Journal

Recent coverage of world university rankings would have us believe Canada’s universities are failing to maintain
quality. In particular, the Times Higher Education World University Rankings (THE) — which aim to measure
world-class status of universities — received much attention across Canada. Commentary focused on how most
had dropped in rank and argued our universities are doing poorly.

Letters: Take university rankings with grain of salt http://www.edmontonjournal.com/Letters+Take+...

6 of 15 14-12-15 07:57 AM



As a PhD candidate in sociology at the University of Alberta, studying university rankings, performance metrics
and governance, here are three things to keep in mind.

1) The rankings measure a particular idea of what a university should be doing. Most rankings try to measure
research and teaching, but do not actually measure the quality of the educational process. Instead, most measures
are focused on research inputs such as money and outputs such as publications. It is important to be wary of what
rankings actually measure.

2) There’s a danger of only ever looking at a university’s position in the top 100 or 200. That is exactly what
happened when the THE released its rankings and the media declared Canada’s universities had dropped in rank.
The subscales and comparisons of these across institutions are more telling, but are often ignored. All the scores
for Canadian universities actually increased, so if you believe that rankings truly measure what they are supposed
to and that universities should do what the rankings say they should do, there is no cause for alarm.

3) Rankings are relative. The hierarchical structure means a university can only increase in position if others
decrease. This relativity, combined with the fact that universities have adopted practices of continuous
improvement, means a university can only climb the ranks if it’s able to improve its scores to a greater degree
than others. So while Canadian universities are improving according to the THE measures, they may not be doing
so as quickly as others in the world.

Is there a crisis in Canadian universities? No, not even according to the rankings.

The more important question is whether Canada should allow rankings to define how we make decisions about our
universities, instead of facilitating a conversation about what Canadians want universities to become.

Gary Barron, Calgary

An important distinction

Re: “For the record, vital information pricey to come by in Alberta,” Letters, Brenda Guild, Dec. 12

A photograph of the Provincial Archives of Alberta ran with this letter about accessing vital statistics records. It’s
important to note the Provincial Archives of Alberta and Vital Statistics are not one and the same.

At the Provincial Archives, we provide free access to many Vital Statistics registers containing information from
approximately 1870 to 1980. The image that ran with the letter appears to be a researcher accessing a freely
available Vital Statistics Register. We encourage anyone researching their family tree in Alberta to contact the
Provincial Archives for assistance.

Heather Northcott, Edmonton

A role model for the world

We are very proud to be celebrating the 50th anniversary of our arrival in Canada, the best country in the world. I
can’t forget landing in Winnipeg on Dec. 11, 1964, which was the coldest day of the last century in that city.

Canada, with a population of fewer than 35 million, represents people from more than 200 nationalities, speaking
dozens of languages and belonging to dozens of religions and cultures. This country is a role model for the rest of
the world that humans can live together with respect for each other’s values and also for the five pillars of a civil
society:

1. The right and respect for human beings;

2. Literacy;

3. The rule of law, justice and non-violence;

4. Respect for human rights as defined in the Universal Declaration for Human Rights and the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms; and

5. A vibrant, sustainable economy with equal opportunity.

Gurcharan Bhatia, Edmonton

Epic fail in health care

As I drove my mother into Edmonton yet again to the University Hospital emergency, I was told by the staff in
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admitting that it was a good thing to bring her in.

Three hours later, my mom finally said she couldn’t take it anymore and wanted to go home. We told the lady at
the desk my mom had been in two hospitals and a clinic and still hadn’t been treated, so we were going home to
call an ambulance.

We decided I would monitor her every hour through the night and in the morning would do what everyone else
seems to be doing to receive treatment: Simply call an ambulance. At least she will have treatment from an EMT,
then will have to be treated in emergency.

I am going to time this from the moment she arrives in ambulance to the time a doctor sees her to show the
pathetic ways we have to get seniors in distress treated.

Epic fail.

R.L. Moldenhauer, Spruce Grove

Determine our priorities

Re: “Council limits police hirings in tight budget,” Dec. 11

I would like to know how members of city council will deal with the demands of our growing population when it
comes to police services given that the very budget that is so desperately required to hire those extra officers is
spent on “mowing lawns” instead.

Elysa Jones, Edmonton

Where’s our snow science?

We’re a winter city, so why haven’t we found better, more economical ways to deal with snow removal? What about
finding ways of melting it and having the water run into our sewers?

After every heavy snowfall, there is a hue and cry about windrows and icy conditions. The city dispatches graders
and sanding trucks post haste.

But sometimes those graders will ply streets where there is hardly any snow to clear. Especially at nighttime,
heavy loaders and trucks will haul away the piled-up snow from the sides of the roads even when the forecast is
for above-zero temperatures, when surely the snow would melt anyway.

Let’s devote an adequate portion of this yearly expense to invent ways to better deal with this nuisance once and
for all.

G.J. Singh, Edmonton
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President Indira Samarasekera poses at the
University of Alberta. Doctoral candidate Gary
Barron writes that world university rankings have
to be taken with a grain of salt, and that Canadian
universities are actually faring quite well.
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